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Caleb:  A Man Who Wholly Followed the Lord

INTRODUCTION.

A. The Old Testament is a rich source of excellent lessons.  Romans 15:4 reads, "For
whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through
the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope."  (NKJV)

1. This is especially true in character studies.

2. When we examine the lives of the spiritual giants of old, many important and
profitable lessons can be learned.

3. These lessons encourage us to persevere, bring comfort to our hearts, and
cause us to rejoice in our hope.

B. It is the purpose of this lesson to examine the faithfulness of Caleb as well as his
reward.

I. THE STORY OF CALEB.  (Num. 13, 14)

A. Caleb was one of the twelve spies who were chosen.

1. Each spy was selected because he was a leader among his tribe.  (Num.
13:1-3)

2. We can conclude from his being selected that Caleb was well respected by
the people.

B. Caleb was a man of courage.

1. Caleb accepted the difficult and dangerous assignment to spy out the land.
(Num. 13:17-21)

2. Caleb encouraged the people to immediately go up and take the land.  (Num
13:30-33)

3. Caleb held to his faith and convictions in the face of bitter opposition.
(Num. 14:1-10)

4. In their first battle with the Canaanites since their 40 year wandering, Israel
did not loose a single man.  (Num. 31:48-49)  

5. Caleb and Joshua had been right about Israel's capabilities the first time the
spies came back from Canaan.

C. Caleb was a man of faith and a man who completely trusted in God.  (Num. 14:8)
Caleb's faith was the key to his success.

D. God was very angry with the Israelites because of their lack of faith and their
rebellion.  God wanted to destroy all of the children of Israel, but Moses interceded.
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(Num. 14:15-19)

E. God said that Caleb and Joshua would go in and inherit the land.  (Num. 14:28-32)

II. CALEB RECEIVED WHAT HE HAD BEEN PROMISED.  (Joshua 14:6-15)

A. In verse 9 of Joshua 14, we find Caleb restating Moses' promise to him regarding the
land that would be given to him.  

B. At the age of 85 years, 45 years after having spied out the land, Caleb asked for this
land.  (10-12)

C. According to verse 12, we find that Caleb had the faith and confidence that the Lord
would help him to drive out the inhabitants of the land that was promised to him.
Caleb said, "It may be that the Lord will be with me, and I shall be able to drive them
out as the Lord said."  (Josh. 14:12, NKJV)

D. Caleb received what he had been promised.  Caleb had been faithful for many years,
but he eventually received his promised land.  (vss 13-14)

III. WHAT LESSONS CAN WE LEARN FROM THE LIFE OF CALEB?

A. We can learn a lesson in character.  Caleb was first and foremost a man of God.
Such character is sorely needed in our generation.

1. Caleb possessed the characteristic of courage; he was not afraid of the giants.
We must not be fearful or cowardly.  (II Tim. 1:7; Rev. 21:8)

2. Caleb possessed the characteristic of dedication.  His life was as a job well
done.  Caleb was a lot like Paul in this respect.  (II Tim. 4:6-8)

3. Caleb had faith and trusted in God.  "...The Lord is with us.  Do not fear
them," said Caleb.  (Num. 14:9; Rom. 8:31,37)

B. We, too, are going to face our own giants.  We have our own mountains to conquer.

1. These giants will take on various forms: a personal weakness; possibly an
addiction of some sort; a difficult task of some kind; a door of opportunity
that has been opened, etc.

2. How can we be strong and courageous like Caleb?  The answer is found in
Ephesians 3:16 and 6:10-17.

C. We need to wholly trust God and rely on His promises.

1. If we wholly trust in God, then we will be pleasing unto God.  (Heb. 11:6)

2. If we wholly trust in God and seek him, then we will have what we need to
conquer any "giants" which come against us.  (Matt. 6:33)

3. By trusting in God and relying upon Him, we will have "all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us
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by glory and virtue."  (II Pet. 1:1-4, NKJV)

D. Although it does take time, we will eventually receive our promised inheritance.

1. Paul hoped for eternal life promised by Him who cannot lie.  (Titus
1:2)

2. The writer of Hebrews states that we will be of the house which Christ is
over if we "hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the
end."  (Heb. 3:6, NKJV)

3. We must have "diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end."  We
must not become sluggish, but instead, we are to "imitate those who through
faith and patience inherit the promises."  (Heb. 6:11-12, NKJV)

CONCLUSION.

A. With God on our side, we can face any giant and conquer any mountain.  With God
on our side, we can face obstacles with courage and confidence.

B. Let us follow Caleb's example and follow the Lord.  We cannot hold back, we cannot
doubt, and we cannot waver.

C. Within a few short years, we, too, will receive the object of our hope.  (I Pet. 4:19)
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